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SECRET

03¢ 7-1500a
5 Eoveuber 1957
, ANIKM FOR: Deputy Director {Support)
ATTERTION: 25XTASA
BUBJRCT: Claim | |fur Reimbursement for Travel 25X1A9A
of Wife and Daughter in Foreign Vessel,
25X1A%9A

1. The attached file discloses that :lm son returned to the
United States from[ |in July 1956 by vail to Gemos, Italy, and thence
1o the United States by sn American-owned vessel. His wife and daunghter went
to England vhere they remained for severnl months visiting the wife's family.
The file further shows that vhen the wife sought stesmship reservations in
the latter part of September 1956 (she has & fear of flying over the ocesn),
she was informed that due to the then current Suez Conal erisis thet no
space was avallable on any V. 8, ship during October 1956 and that, indeed,
no space could be guaranteed during the month of November 1956, She sailed
for the United States on 18 Qctober aboard a foreign vessel,

B.[ |nms filed a clain with the Deputy Director (Support)
sesking, among other things, reimbursement for cost of transportation expense
of his wife and daughter frow England to the United Stetes sboard the foreign
vessel. The trensportation expensez were suspended by the Finance Division
because Of the tyravel on a foreign ship.

3+ Tha pertinent law {Section 901 of Marchant Marine Act of 1936,
46 USCA 1841) provides in part that travel shall not be on & ahip unde:
foreign flag unless necessity requires it, and our
provides in pert that dependents who do not sceoupsfiy The employee shall

travel by U. 8. ship if use of such ship does not deley departure by wmore

then 30 days after the depsndent's date of resdiness for travel. The law also
specifion provides that the Comptroller Jenaral of the United States shall
not eredit any ellowance for travel or shipping expenses cn a foreign ship in
the adsance of satisfactory proof of the necessity therefor. The funds in-
volved are unvouchered and as such are not subject to review by the Genersl
Asgounting Office (GAO) of which the Comptroller Genersl is the hesd. Howaver,
a8 & matier of polley this Agency econsiders itself no different from the
ordinery Jovernpent agency with respect to normal edministrative or operating
problems, of which travel iz one,and in such matters we loock to the Comptroller
General for guidance. Acsordingly, vhile our approach to this claim wes

gt : in favor of sllowing it, the matter was referred informally to the
Genersl Counsel's Office of the General Accounting Office (Mr. Barclay, Gode

121, Bxt 3089). After review gu4 consideration of the problem, advice was
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recsived thaet I the clsim vere formally submitted to the GAQ, reimbursement
for travel expense of the wife and daughter in the foreign vessel would be
allowed, due to the emergency shipping condition caused by the Suez Qanal
orisis and not to exceed the lowest first-class fare by the shortest usually
travelled route to the United States. We find no legal cbjection to such
relnbursement, However, we wish to emphasize and the GAO concurs that the
decision is one dased solely on the factual situation ms presented and is
not to be considered a precefient for other ceses not based on the precise
factual situstion.

B, The file is retwrned herewith.

25X1A9A

Assletant General Counsel
Attachment: file
ecy Chief, Finance Division
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